St Mary and St Pancras
Week beginning 1st June

Background – the composer
Delia DERBYSHIRE
(1937–2001)

• British composer of electronic music
• Member of the legendary BBC
Radiophonic Workshop – a group of
pioneering musicians and engineers
responsible for producing sound
effects and incidental sounds for TV
and radio

Background – the music
Doctor Who Theme
•

•

•

The famous melody was written by Australian
composer Roy Grainer. Delia’s task was to ‘realise’ or
‘arrange’ the theme using electronic sounds to match
the futuristic sci-fi nature of the programme
Derbyshire’s version uses ‘found sounds’ that were
manipulated electronically. She recorded the sound of
everyday objects onto tape and then changed the
speed of the tape to create different pitches or looped
single sounds over and over to create rhythms. This
was back in 1963 before computers made such
experiments easy!
Scandalously, Derbyshire was not credited with the
composition of the now iconic original version and
received very little money for it

Click here to listen to the opening
theme!

Make sure to scroll down on the web page, to the video
that matches the image below.

EYFS and
KS1
listening
questions

• Does this music sound like it is
being played on an instrument? If
so, what instrument does it sound
like?
• This piece of music was used for a
television show. Can you tell what
sort of a program it is by listening
to the music? Do you think it
might be funny, scary, exciting or
sad? Why?
• Carefully listen to the music
again. Can you hear high and low
notes? Move your hand to show
when the note is high and low
whilst you listen to it.

• There are two parts to this music:
1. The bass line

KS2
listening
questions

2. The melody

• Listen to the short clip again and follow the notation.
Try to tap and clap the bassline along with the music.
• Now, instead of using stave notation, we are going to
use graphic notation to help us visualise the music.
Get a piece of paper, and 2 coloured pencils or
markers and use any shapes or lines to represent the
music. Listen and draw twice. The first time, draw the
bass line. The second time, use a different colour to
draw the melody.
• This is what my graphic notation looks like. Yours may
look very different, which is good too. Can you tell
which colour represents my bassline?

Click here to watch the video that
explains how Delia created these
sounds. It looks like this.
.

EYFS and
KS1
activities

• First, you are going to use technology
to create your own piece of music by
drawing a picture.
• Click here to watch a video where I
show you how.
• Now go to the following website and
create your own piece of music.
https://musiclab.chromeexperiments
.com/Kandinsky/
• We can also record and change
sounds in a similar way to Delia
Derbyshire. Click here to watch an
instructional video and then go to the
following website to have a try.
https://musiclab.chromeexperiments
.com/Voice-Spinner/

KS2
activities

• It was much trickier to record and change
sounds for Delia Derbyshire in 1963 than it is
now, seeing as technology has developed
significantly since then.
• Click here to watch an instructional video and
then go to the following website to have a try.
You might need to give permission for the
website to use your device’s microphone.
https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/V
oice-Spinner/
• Now, we are going to look at visualising
sounds and using our knowledge of Pitch,
Dynamics and Timbre (the quality of the
sound) to change the image.
• Watch the next tutorial by clicking here and
then visit the website below to start
experimenting.
https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Sp
ectrogram/

• Get your recorder, brass instrument or
another instrument you play and click on this
link.

• https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Sp
ectrogram/

Extra activities
for KS2 using
your
instrument.

1. Play a long note. Can you keep the line on the
spectrogram exactly the same without it
getting thicker or thinner or moving higher or
lower? Try a few different long notes and see
if you can keep the line exactly the same.
2. Start on a low note and move slowly up to a
high note. What happens to the spectrogram?
3. Start playing piano (quietly) and crescendo
until you are playing forte (loud). What
happens to the spectrogram?
4. Choose your favourite piece of music to play.
Get a piece of paper and draw on it a
prediction of what the spectrogram will show
when you play the piece of music into the
microphone. Now play it into the microphone.
Was your prediction correct?

We hope you enjoyed
learning about Delia
Derbyshire and creating new
and interesting sounds.
Don’t forget, you can always
email your work to us at
admin@stmp.camden.sch.uk

